ROBERT AND LUDWIG NOBEL
Volga they were reassembled, after which the ship continued her
voyage to Baku in the ordinary way. As the water at the mouth
of the Volga is too shallow for heavily laden ships, transhipment
stations were built outside in the roadstead on anchored pontoons,
with the assistance of which the consignments of petroleum were
unloaded from the steamers on to flat-bottomed tankers for their
further transport up the Volga. These stations in the middle of the
roadstead were named after the depth of water, i.e., Twelve Feet,
Ten Feet, etc.
Cistern dumps were built at a series of wharves on the Volga
between Zaritzin and Nijninovgorod, whence lamp oil and its by-
products were retransported in tank trucks over a whole network of
smaller and larger dumps that were scattered throughout the whole
of Russia. When the Trans-Caucasian Railway was completed
Batum became a dumping and trans-shipment centre of the
greatest importance.
" This extensive organisation/' one of Nobel's most trusted
colleagues wrote, " was an undertaking such as would naturally
appeal to a man of Ludwig Nobel's stamp. To assemble the
fruits of technical investigation, creative endeavour and ac-
cumulated capital, convert them into the most impressive store of
wealth, and then extravagantly to distribute these spiritual and
material gifts, and to watch their transformation and their con-
version into a gigantic structure under whose protection human
life would become happier and civilisation would be enriched, must
have been a source of joy and satisfaction, as indeed it was. Thus
the work was carried out with thoroughness, with enthusiasm and
with love/' The structure was so well and surely built that it was
able to stand the subversive effects of a later period.
During the first five years the brothers Robert and Ludwig Ead
divided the work amongst themselves in such a way that Ludwig
remained in Petersburg in charge of the business management,
41

